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Lifetime Achievement Award — Ms Tania Tang

The Lifetime Achievement Award is presented to Ms Tania Tang for her seminal
contribution to dance development in Hong Kong as an educator, leader, and mentor. A
selfless and humble presence, Tang has offered a generous helping hand to many
colleagues and students.

Tang was the first Chinese person to obtain professional qualifications from the Institute of
Choreology, and holds a Master’s degree in Creative Industries from Queensland University
of Technology. On top of excelling in her personal academic and dance training, Tang is a
sought-after educator and dance programme curator, having been a faculty member at The
Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, and recognized internationally for her expertise on
the Royal Academy of Dance curriculums. The long list of acclaimed performers,
choreographers, and artistic directors Tang has trained and mentored is in itself a testament
to her status in dance education.

Tang has laid important foundations for dance development in Hong Kong. Amongst her
many pioneering initiatives, she formed with Mr Henry Man the Hong Kong Ballet For All, a
semi-professional organization that made dance arts accessible. She also facilitated
groundbreaking dance conferences and camps bringing together the local and international
dance scenes, all of which put dance on a strong footing in the popular view. Tang continued
to play multiple key roles in the local dance community, including as the Vice Chairperson of
the board of Hong Kong Dance Company, a founding council member of the Hong Kong
Dance Federation, and currently as an Arts Advisor for the Hong Kong Arts Development
Council.

Tang’s work is one of the cornerstones of Hong Kong dance, and above all, her warmth and
generosity is deeply felt by those who are lucky enough to have worked with her.
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Lifetime Achievement Award — Professor Shen Shir Ming
The Lifetime Achievement Award is presented to Professor Shen Shir Ming, not in this

case for the mammoth achievements in her academic career, but for her dedication to dance
development in Hong Kong. Shen is a quiet but observant colleague whose insights are
always highly valued.

Prior to her stellar academic journey of more than 40 years, Shen started her career as a
ballet teacher at the Jean M Wong School of Ballet, and continued to contribute selflessly to
the promotion of dance despite her already packed schedule and duties. She has been a
Director of the Hong Kong Ballet Group since its incorporation, and was also the Vice
Chairperson of Hong Kong Dance Company. Shen’s constant presence in the dance scene
and her generous sharing of her expertise has benefited her colleagues greatly.

At a time when dance was not as accessible, Shen introduced dance education into the HKU
SPACE curriculum, and still sits as the secretary on the Tsinforn C. Wong Memorial
Scholarship Committee - her work has revolutionised the Hong Kong dance scene and
popularized dance education for all. She has continuously supported the local dance
community in various positions, whether as a member of the Dance and Multi-Arts Panel of
the Leisure and Cultural Services Department, Advisor to the School of Dance of The Hong
Kong Academy for Performing Arts, or as an Expert Adviser to the Arts Capacity
Development Funding Scheme.

Shen is a supportive and positive visionary. Her dedication to dance development in Hong
Kong has been an inspiration to the entire sector.
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Tom Brown Emerging Choreographer — Kelvin Mak
The Tom Brown Emerging Choreographer Award is presented to Kelvin Mak. In the past

two years, Mak has demonstrated a new-found mastery of the choreographer’s art. His work
is imbued with an emotional depth and complexity which bring a deeply human dimension
and show remarkable maturity for such a young artist, along with the courage to tackle
significant themes. His work is original and powerful, yet entertaining and accessible to a
wide audience and he also displays particular skill in the key developing field of online
dance.
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Outstanding Choreography - Mui Cheuk Yin for Diary Vil « The Story of......
The Hong Kong Dance Award for Outstanding Choreography is presented to Mui Cheuk

Yin for Diary VIl «The Story of...... Using this encounter between human beings and stray
cats as a metaphor, Mui moves smoothly into exploring significant social issues such as
home, country, diaspora, and emigration in her solo performance Diary VII. Her central
ideology is developed in depth through exquisite choreography, each movement expressing,
sometimes with her body, sometimes with props, authentic, deeply heartfelt emotions.
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Outstanding Choreography - Septime Webre for The Nutcracker
The Hong Kong Dance Award for Outstanding Choreography is presented to Septime

Webre for The Nutcracker. In his new production for Hong Kong Ballet, Webre retains the
essence of this great classic while incorporating features of Hong Kong’s own culture,
highlighted by his distinctive wit and quirky imagination. The impeccably crafted
choreography demonstrates Webre’'s deep love and knowledge of classical ballet and
responds beautifully to Tchaikovsky’s score. From large scale ensembles to solos, duets
and narrative scenes, the choreography provides a glittering showcase for the technique,
personality and style of the company’s dancers.
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Outstanding Large Venue Production - Hong Kong Dance Company and Freespace for
Nine Songs

The Hong Kong Dance Award for Outstanding Large Venue Production is presented to
Hong Kong Dance Company and Freespace for Nine Songs. Hong Kong Dance Company’s
first staging of Helen Lai’'s 1991 masterpiece shows that, 30 years on, the work has lost
nothing of its power. This flawless production weaves together choreography, music, design
and performance with consummate artistry, demonstrating the dedication, professionalism
and talent of the entire team. Memorable, impressive and an ideal celebration of the 30"
anniversary of Nine Songs and the 40" anniversary of Hong Kong Dance Company.
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Outstanding Medium Venue Production - City Contemporary Dance Company for Days
are numbered

The Hong Kong Dance Award for Outstanding Medium Venue Production is presented
to City Contemporary Dance Company for Days are Numbered. The performance begins
with sounds from the props, creating an atmosphere which leads the audience into a deep
self examination, and responding to the situation of our times through the choreographed
movements of the dancers. These three short works, each with its own character and
themes, performed in one show, offer an intriguing contrast in their approach to
choreography, themes, and body movements among different generations, to create an
outstanding production.

FFJ’“‘FC%IE(MZ -36- 42))5%135?’% ,%ﬁﬁrﬁﬂgﬂé’éﬂjEP*"iﬁiﬂﬁEaiﬂEJ EmEEER
H3E, BB S8R, UKAZESRIFREERK, ZASEFRNERRE— i
SERITEMXBER— iﬁ}iﬂﬂﬁﬁkluﬂ%ﬁtﬂ B INFRERFEERMEERDEM, UKk
HERPFNEMER, F—REFM/DMEE,

Outstanding Medium Venue Production: Beyond Dance Theater for Remnants

The Hong Kong Dance Award for Outstanding Medium Venue Production is presented
to Beyond Dance Theater for Remnants. In this darkly powerful piece of dance theatre,
choreographer Kelvin Mak and the Beyond Dance Theater team explore the dilemma of the
individual versus the group and the struggle to maintain identity and make moral choices
when trapped in a corrupt and brutal system. Disturbing, thought-provoking and moving, the
work is performed with high energy, technical brilliance and emotional intensity by the entire
cast.
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Outstanding Small Venue Production - Mui Cheuk Yin, Tai Kwun for Diary Vil The

The Hong Kong Dance Award for Outstanding Small Venue Production is presented to
Tai Kwun for Diary VII The Story of.... This production utilizes the narrow format of the venue
in an ingenious and delicate fashion, by categorizing the stage into different scenes with
their own unique characterization such as street corner, home, balcony, and back alley,
capitalizing on the layout of the venue to create an organic solution. The selection of set,
props, lighting, and music all show meticulous thoughtfulness, coming together for an
outstanding performance.
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Outstanding Alternative Space Production - Hong Kong Ballet and M+ Live Art for Five
Tiny Dances

The Hong Kong Dance Award for Outstanding Alternative Space Production is
presented to Hong Kong Ballet and M+ Live Art for Five Tiny Dances. The five
choreographers make ingenious use of a variety of spaces in and around M+, animating
them and offering spectators an ideal introduction to this new icon of the Hong Kong arts
scene. While the pieces themselves are as varied as their settings in style and form, all are
well-crafted, entertaining, superbly performed and take a thought-provoking look at the issue
of climate change and the future of humanity on the planet.
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nding Performan Male Dancer - Huang Lei for Nin
The Hong Kong Dance Award for Outstanding Performance by a Male Dancer is
presented to Huang Lei for Nine Songs. In this electrifying performance, Huang is a
veritable force of nature, his movements, whether frenzied or slow, conveying a primal,
almost primitive power, contrasting blazing energy with moments of stillness and control.
While his physical virtuosity is astounding, nothing is done for display, his technical prowess
is merely the vessel for his supreme artistry.
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Outstanding Performance by a Male Dancer - Shen Jie for Romeo + Juliet
The Hong Kong Dance Award for Outstanding Performance by a Male Dancer is

presented to Shen Jie for his performance as Romeo in Romeo + Juliet. Shen’s passionate
portrayal carries us with him on Romeo’s journey from carefree, youthful swagger and high
spirits, through impetuous, ardent lover to a heartrending conclusion in his agony of grief and
despair at Juliet’s death. His natural, convincing acting and

rapport with his fellow dancers are exemplary and his dancing is dazzling — musical and
expressive, with effortlessly elegant solos matched by magnificent partnering in the
demanding pas de deux.
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Outstanding Performance by a Female Dancer - Hua Chi Yu for Nine Songs
The Hong Kong Dance Award for Outstanding Performance by a Female Dancer is

presented to Hua Chi-yu for Nine Songs. Hua’s performance is mesmerising from start to
finish, whether using her body to create bizarre, angular images reminiscent of insects,
literally running up her partner’s body in a spectacular duet or matching every note and beat
of the complex score with thrilling fast runs on her toes, packed with tiny, intricate steps. In



addition to her extraordinary technique, the intensity of her stage presence, her
expressiveness and ability to convey emotion are utterly compelling.
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Outstanding Ensemble Performance - Dancers of Hong Kong Dance Company for

Nine Songs
The Hong Kong Dance Award for Outstanding Ensemble Performance is presented to

the dancers of the Hong Kong Dance Company for Nine Songs. Hong Kong Dance
Company’s artists rise to the challenge of this seminal work in splendid style, responding
impressively to the complex score and drawing on their Chinese dance heritage with
profound feeling. In a tour de force of dancing, the whole company performs with unwavering
intensity and unflagging energy, striking the perfect balance between the discipline and
precision on the one hand, the freedom and abandon on the other, the choreography
demands.
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Outstanding Visual Design - Sue Healey, Judd Overton, Maurice Lai, Kei Fushiki for
ON VIEW: Panoramic Suite

The Hong Kong Dance Award for Outstanding Visual Design is presented to Sue Healey,
Judd Overton, Maurice Lai, and Kei Fushiki for Freespace, West Kowloon Cultural District
— ON VIEW: Panoramic Suite. Healey investigates, through the lens of a camera, 27
dancing bodies of all ages, across Australia, Hong Kong and Japan. The set is a multi
layered work of tulle screens with thread sculptures by the artist Jane Théau. The visual
projections cover the full 360 degrees within the generous spaces of The Box, offering the
audience an immersive experience. The impact of the images shows how the performers
negotiate ways of being, in a complex and changing world.
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ndin n me Design - riela Tylesova and Al A
The Nutcracker. Hong Kong Ballet
The Hong Kong Dance Award for Outstanding Set and Costume Design is presented to
Gabriela Tylesova and Albert Au for Hong Kong Ballet's The Nufcracker. Tylesova’s
imagination runs riot with a cornucopia of colourful costumes, conjuring up everything from
snowflakes to flowers to a flock of white cockatoos masquerading as Las Vegas showgirls,



and spectacular sets including an elegant 1900s mansion, a romantic view of Victoria
Harbour and a jungle of bauhinias, while Associate Designer Au ensures authenticity in
bringing Hong Kong’s liveliest icons to life, from the Monkey King to the Lion Dance.
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Outstanding Music Composition — Leung Po-wing, | don’t mean it
The Hong Kong Dance Award for Outstanding Music Composition is presented to

Leung Po Wing for | don’t mean it. Leung brilliantly fuses the effects and elements of
Chinese Opera, Western music, and sounds of everyday life in a delicate musical
progression, painting a complex soundscape full of depth and texture with the occasional
moment of silence to weave together a theatrical sonic atmosphere for | don’t mean it.
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Outstanding Dance Education or Community Dance

Passoverdance for Jockey Club “In Search of Voice in a Cramped City” Dance
Education Programme

The Hong Kong Dance Award for Outstanding Dance Education or Community Dance is
presented to Passoverdance for the Jockey Club “In Search of Voice in a Cramped City”
Dance Education Programme. This multi-art dance project started in 2019 to investigate
the meaning and value of communication through creative workshops and performances in
schools, community centres and dance studios. The mission of the project is outreach in the
community - to make connections between youth and elderly, students and professional
artists, in the belief that the art of dance can be transformative for individuals and
communities.
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Outstanding Services to Dance
The Hong Kong Dance Award for Outstanding Services to Dance is presented to City

Contemporary Dance Company Dance Center for its Partnership Programme Venue
Sponsor . The affordability of rehearsal space has always been a challenge for local dance
makers, especially amongst small-budget dance projects. This programme aims to provide
sustainability and diversity, and most importantly, provide access to fill the gap for
independent dance which is a crucial part of our dance ecosystem.
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Outstanding Online Production to Hong Kong Dance Company for Convergence
The Hong Kong Dance Award for Outstanding Online Production is presented to Hong

Kong Dance Company and Freespace for Convergence. This online production springing
from a long-term research project offers local and global audiences the chance to explore
the relationship between Chinese dance and martial arts. By expanding traditional martial
arts movement, choreographed patterns and new body languages are discovered using
speed, ferocity, strength, and explosive power. This innovative presentation brings the
viewer a refreshing experience in dance and natural form.
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